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Witness testifying in the court during criminal trials, is not only conductive 
to the realization of substantive value such as the judge ascertaining the facts 
correctly, but also conductive to the realization of procedural value such as 
assuring the cross-examination right for both prosecutors and defenders. 
Therefore, witness testifying system becomes a basic content in criminal 
procedure system around the world. 
However, Witness testifying in criminal trials in China does not come up to 
expectations and has long been an object of criticism by both theorists and 
practitioners. To improve the low attendance rate of witness in criminal cases, 
major amendments and reforms were introduced to The Amendment to the Code 
of Criminal Procedure in 2012, the scope of testimony, compulsory attendance 
of witness, witness protection and witness economic compensation included, 
which set up a relatively complete witness testifying system. 
It's been one year since the formal promulgation and implementation of the 
new Code of Criminal Procedure, yet less optimistic prospect is seen in the 
witness testifying system in judicial practice. There are still problems, such as, 
few adaption of compulsory attendance of witness, difficulty of implementing 
witness protection, no fulfilling of the witness economic compensation, which 
makes no significant improvement in the witness attendance rate. 
Looking into the new Code of Criminal Procedure concerning witness 
testifying system, imperfections are seen. They lead to problematic judicial 
application, or become “a clause of nonsense” that is impossible to follow. 
Meanwhile, there are in practice other factors which prevent the judicial 
authority from encouraging the witness testifying in the court. 
Starting with the current situation of witness testifying system under the 
new Code of Criminal Procedure, this paper shall undergo an analysis, find out 
the cause of institutional malfunction and put forward suggestions on further 
improvement of the witness testifying system in the criminal court. 
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